Weather Forecast

Full report on page A-2.

Partly cloudy today, somewhat colder
at night; temorrow increasing cloudi-
ness, probably followed by light rain.
Temperatures yesterday—Highest, 43,
at 3 pm.; lowest, 35, at 5 am.
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Brazil Last of 21
To Sign Lima
Declaration

BACKGROUND—

Eighth Pan-American Conjfer-
ence opened at Lima, Peru, De-
cember 9 with main problem—
not on agenda—to arrive at a
pact or declaration against ag-
gression against the American
republics. United States and
Argentina engaged in prolonged
struggle over breadth of proposed
declaration. American position
supported by practically all other
delegations.

(Text of Pan-American Solidarity
Declaration on Page A-5.)

By the Associated Press.

LIMA, Peru, Dec. 24.—The 21 re-
publics of the Western Hemisphere
formed a solid front against aggres-

decision to defend themselves
“against all foreign intervention or
Rctivities.”

A plenary session of the Pan-
American Conference approved the
solidarity “declaration of Lima” as
conference leader after leader pro-

of what Secretary of State Cordell
Hull called a *“critical world situa-
tion.” when “resort to persecution.
force and violence are threatening

Yule Eve Out of Mind.

it was Christmas eve.

Afranio de Mellio Franco, head of
the Brazilian delegation and last to
sign the declaration before it was
presented to tonight's session. de-
clared that “America continues
united and vigilant in safeguarding
her common interests, in defending
her peace. and in efforts toward |
collaboration.” |

Later the session adopted b5‘|
acclamation a peace resolution of-
fered by Mello Franco and modeled
on Hull's seven-point program for
& world order based on law. .

The principles included: That |
maintenance of peace should be ad- !
vocated and practiced constantly: |
that nations should refrain from |
use of force and from interference
in the internal affairs of other na-
tions: that they should seek to ad-
just international problems through
peaceful negotiations; that they
should uphold the sanctity of
treaties: that modification of treaties
should be by orderly processes. and
that each nation should respect the
rights of others.

The Declaration of Lima grew out
of more than a fortnight of day and
nigiet conferences to give the decla-
ration its strongest meaning and
vet preserve the independence of
each signatory nation.

o Strongest Step Yet.
It

taken for Pan-American nations to
bind themselves together—taken in
the shadow of influences from Eu- |
rope and Asia which manyv dele- |
gates regard as incipient threats
to their independence. [

Although it was stronger than
anything in the past. Mello Franco,
before he signed the declaration.
issued a statement saving., “Brazil
is sure it will be extended in the
future through the continuous work
of Pan-American conferences.”

By their declaration the Western
Hemisphere nations recorded “their
continental solidarity and their pur-
pose to collaborate in maintenance
of the principles upon which solidar-
Aty is based.”

They agreed that, “Faithful to
the above-mentioned principles and
to their absolute sovereignty. they
reaffirm their decision to maintain
and to defend them against all for-
pign intervention or activities that
P may threaten them.”

The declaration provides for con-
sultation among foreign ministers or
precretaries of state in case of men-
ace to the peace.

Based on Argentine Project.

The solidarity and defense stand
was based on an Argentine jroject. |
Secretary Hull induced other leaders |
to sign by convincing them it con-
tained both the spirit and substance
of a previous declaration which
_practically all had approved.

Several high authorities said to-
night they regarded it as an even
stronger warning to European and
Asiatic totalitarian states because it
was of Argentine rather than United
States inspiration.

Vast measures of military prepara-
tion in the United States already
were known to totalitarian states,

- (See LIMA, Page A-5.)

kion tonight by proclaiming their |

claimed its importance in the face |

the peoples of the world with de- |
etruction and the horror of armed |
conflict.” |

Because of the rush of work, most :
&f the delegates had forgotten that |

was the strongest step ever |
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PRESIDENT AT COMMUNITY

night. The President and his
sung.

; s ¥
" TREE—President Roosevelt

is
shown holding a whispered conference with his son James im-
mediately after he delivered a Christmas message to the Nation
at the lighting of the community tree in Lafayette Park last

party remained to hear carols
—Star Staff Photo.

;Pope Pius Accuses
High Fascists of
Damaging Concordat

Cites ‘Mistreatment’ of
Catholic Action and
Marriage Decree

(Text o! Pope's Message
on Page A-4.)

Bv the Associated Press.

VATICAN CITY, Dec. 24 —Pope
Pius XI today deplored Fascist
blows to the 10-year-old concordat
of reconciliation between the church
and Italian state through the “mis-
treatment” of the lay organization,
Catholic Action, and restrictions on
marriages between Jews and non-
Jews.

The ailing 8l-year-old pontiff,
disregarding the advice of his doc-
tor to rest after his recent illness,
gave his annual Christmas message

| to the cardinals and told how trou-

| bles with the TItalian government
had gone straight to his heart. Ha
spoke. he said. in “bitter sadness.”

Tired But Spirited.

He appeared tired hut spirited as
he said he forgave those, whom he
did not mention directly, for dis-
respect for his white hair.

He tendered forgiveness for the
flying of the Nazi swastika in Rome
last May when Reichsfuehrer Hitler
visited Premier Mussolini—insignia
which the Holy Father described as
“a cross inimical to the cross of
Christ.”

He criticized as “inhuman” that
“which is anti-Christian,” especially
that which affects the “dignity, lib-
erty and integrity of the individual.”

God, he declared, would “en-
lighten minds and move hearts in
the direction of truth and justice,
which are the sole true and solid
bases of the welfare of the individ-
ual and also of peoples.”

The Pope's Christmas speech in

" (See POPE, Page A-4) .

Philippine Bandits
Loot Train of $150,000

| By the Associated Press.

MANILA, Dec. 24 —Christmas Eve
robhers killed two messengers aboard
a richly loaded' express train to-
night and escaped with cash and
gold bullion valued at $150,000.

Wielding murderous bolos, long
knives capable of easy death thrusts,
the robbers hacked and stabbed the
baggage messenger to death as the
train rumbled toward Manila from
Baguio, rich gold mining district.

Then they looted the baggage safe
and fled some time before the crime
was discovered and reported to con-
stabulary officials, who launched an
immediate search for the slayers.

Accompanied by Representative
Wright Patman of Texas, F. Donald
Coster, head of McKesson & Rob-

' bins, who killed himself December 16

after having been revealed as the
ex-convict Philip Musica, visited the

) Reconstruction Finance Corp. here
1 several months ago to present a
' “plan” for financial relief of inde-
pendent drug firms, it was disclosed

“Syesterday.
Jesse Jones, chairman of

saw him on several occasions. Mr.

Jones said his recollection was that

Mr. Patman accompanied him on the
first visit and introduced him. Mr.
Jones said he told Coster-Musica
that the independents should make
+ their own application. No direct
applications ever were received, he
said, and the matter apparently was
dropped.
Mr. Patman, in Texarkana, Tex.,
yesterday, declined to make any
comment on the visits. He said he

-~
[

'

the |
R. F. C., recalled that Coster-Musica |

»

Coster-Musica Visited R. F. C.
W ith Representative Patman

~would give out a written statement
when he returns here this week. Mr.
Patman, in a statement to the Asso-
ciated Press last week, said he had
been misquoted in a story saying he
had lectured on a chain store tax
bill under the occasional sponsorship
of McKesson & Robbins, Inc. He
said he made a tour in 1936, after
passage of the Robinson-Patman
Act, to build up sentiment in favor
of enforcement of the act.

“Some of the meetings,” the state-
{ ment said, “which were arranged by
the speakers' bureau, and this
speakers’ bureau represents a verys
| large number of prominent members
of Congress, were sponsored locally
by McKesson & Robbins. Arrange-
ments were made by this concern
with the speakers’ bureau: I made
no profit whatsoever from the ad-
dresses and was forced to abandon
that method of approach shortly
thereafter in view of the amount of
time required.”

;.Nazis Put Future
0f U. S. Relations
Up to Roosevelt

‘Ickes Incident’ Found
Carrying Them to
‘Lowest Pcint’

| By the Associated Press.
| BERLIN. Dec. 26 —The Nazi press
| declared today that United States-
| German relations were at their
| “lowest point” as a result of the
| “Ickes incident,” which a propa-
lganda ministry spokesman de-
| clared was closed diplomatically.
| The spokesman said Acting Secre-
| tary of State Sumner Welles “left
|a sting behind” when he rejected
a German demand for an apology
| for Secretary of Interior Harold L.
| Ickes' attack in Cleveland last Sun-
day on Nazi anti-Semitic measures.
| The spokesman added that the pro-
| test was couched in such terms that
| diplomatic action ended with the
| American retort.

| Suspense Scen in Relations.

The Berlin daily, Das 12 Uhr
Blatt. implied that relations be-
tween the Washington and Berlin

governments had reached a state
| of suspense with chances for im-
provement or rupture
President Roosevelt's future atti-
attacks on Germany and Chan-
cellor Hitler

“Relations between Germany and

“have reached their lowest point,
thanks to the organized agitation
of these Ametrican Ickes, Pittmans,

Untermeyvers.

“Does Washington now want mat-
ters even to go so far as dotting
the ‘i'?

“The question is up to you, Presi-
dent Roosevelt.”

Five Outspoken Against Nazis.

The reference was to Senator Key
Pittman., Bernard M. Baruch, Fio-
rello H. La Guardia, Rabbi Stephen
S. Wise and Samuel Untermeyer. all
of whom have been outspoken
against Nazi anti-Jewish violence.

Under the heading. “Three Times
Roosevelt,” the Koelnische Zeitung
of Cologne, in a dispatch from New
York, said that efforts to stir up an
“unparalleled armament hysteria” in
the United States was an example
of “hushing up the inner political
fiasco of the Government by kindling
international passions in the Ameri-
can Nation.”

A four-point statement by Sena-
tor Pittman expressing disapproval
of the German and Japanese gov-
ernments brought a sharp reply
from the officially inspired commen-
tary service Deutscher Dienst.

“Disturbance of Yule Peace.”

“Senator Pittman's declaration
constitutes a carefully timed and
brutal disturbance of the Christmas
peace.” it said.

“What cynical baseness and at the
same time what impudent smugness
is apparent from these utterances
by a man who as a committee chair-
man (Senate Foreign Relations) oc-
cupies a position of responsibility,
yet who acts with complete irrespon-
sibility.

“He didn’t ask the American peo-
ple, yet he considers himself author-
ized to insult a great European
power in such an unbelieveable man-
ner.

“After all, he must know he in-
sults the German people in its en-
tirety and in all its strata when he
arrogates to himself such an expres-
sion of opinion.”

,Lur\np in Santa’s Throat

ATLANTA, Ga., Dec. 24 (® dThe
little girl in the tattered clothing
looked at the department store
Santa Claus and then at the arti-
ficial fire realistically glowing be-
hind him.

“I don't want anything but that
warm fire,” she told him. Santa
Claus couldn't say anything because
of the lump in his throat.

resting on |

tude toward any possible American |

America,” the newspaper asserted, |

Baruchs, La Guardias, Wises and |

21 American Nations Form Front
For Defense Against Aggression:
B Roosevelt Pledges Peace Efforts

L

President Lights
Christmas Tree

InD. C. Park

By CARTER BROOKE JONES.

As a chill, wet dusk fell over Wash-
ington on Christmas eve, President
Roosevelt, flooding with light the
community tree in Lafayette Park
that symbolized the warm cheer of
Yuletide, delivered to the Nation
a pledge to work unceasingly for
the spirit of this season—peace.

Hundreds who defied the forbid-
ding weather and gathered with the
President in the park heard him
hail the progress of the Pan-Ameri-
can Conference at Lima, Peru, as
a happy auguary at Christmas time
and promise to do all in his power to
“hasten the day foretold by Isaiah.
when men ‘shall beat their swords
into ploughshares and their spears
into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.”

Millions more listened to his brief
message of good will as three broad-
casting systems carried it through-
out America and to foreign coun-
tries.”

Destitute Remembered.

The ceremony in the square op-
posite the White House climaxed
a day in which the city's destitute
were remembered at scores of
festivities and services, a number
of them attended by Mrs. Roose-
velt, .

It followed a rush of day-before-
Christmas activities, in whien the
stores withstood stampedes of be-
lated shoppers. postmen worked
furiously to deliver the last o! a
Christmas mail that broke records
of the Citv Post Office for the
| season, and thousands of Wasl-
ingtonians left town by train. plane,
bus or in their own cars to spend
the glad dayv with relatives.

The forecast for today was partly
| cloudy and somewhat colder this

afternoon and tonight. The Weather | 48-vear-old
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Roosevelf Hears

Hopkins Take Oath
For Cabinet Post

Former W. P. A. Head
Will Comment Only
On Christmas

Sworn in at a Christmas Eve cere-
mony in the White House. Harry L.
Hopkins tomorrow will assume his
new duties as Secretarv of Com-
merce.

The oath was administered to the
Iowan in President

| Bureau said light rain could be ex- | Roosevelt's study by Associate Jus-

pected tomorrow

day was 43 degrees at 2 p.m. and the | preme Court.
The tempera- |

| low was 35 degrees.
{ture at 10 p.m. was 37 degrees, the
bureau reported.

Many Under Umbrellas.

| A good-sized crowd had collected
in Lafayette Park long before the
' President was due to arrive. Many
| ef them stood under umbrellas. The
Marine Band, directed by Capt. Tay-
lor Branson, gave a half-hour con-
| cert of Christmas music.

| Then the President arrived on the
covered platform, accompanied by
i his son. James. In the presidential
| party were Mrs. Roosevelt, Mrs.
| James Roosevelt and her two chil-
| dren, 6-year-old Sara and 2-yeare
|old Kate; Mr. and Mrs. Franklin D.
ERaosevelL, and Diane Hopkins.
| 6-year-old daughter of Harry Hop-

I
I,

 kins, the new Secretarv of Com-
| merce.
After the invocation was pro-

nounced by Dr. Albert J. McCartney,

| pastor of the First-Covenant Pres-
byterian Church. Representative
Ross Collins of Mississippi intro-
duced the President.

Mr. Collins said the vast body of
common people throughout the
 world would welcome with new fer-
vor the old. familiar message of
“Peace on earth and good will to
all men.”

“They will meet its challenge.” he
added, “and rally to its support with
a faith rekindled by their dearly
bought knowledge of the economic
chaos, the human horrors and the
final futility of war.”

Given Washington's Greeting.

As the President stepped forward.
swathed in a heavy overcoat, he
and Mrs. Roosevelt were given the
Christmas greetings of the people of
Washington from a boy and a girl—
Robert W. Finlay, jr.. of Troop 24,
Boy Scouts of America, and Mary
Lou Garvin of Troop 60. Girl Scouts
of the District. Mary Lou pre-
sented Mrs. Roosevelt with a beau-
tiful bouquet.

The President then pushed a but-
ton beside the microphones, and the
lofty fir. dark and dripping in
the gloomy twilight. swept into
dazzling color, with bulbs of every
shade blinking defiance to all drab
things and a bright Christmas to
Washington and the country. The
shivering crowd cheered.

“All our hearts,” said the Presi-
dent, “warmed by the eternal fire of
Christmas. rejoice, because new life,
new hope, new happiness are in
them "

He expressed hope that “the boon
of peace which we in this country
and in the whole Western Hemi-
sphere enjoy under the Providence

[ (See ROOSEVELT, Page A-5.)

The high _\‘ester-',‘if? Stanlev F. Reed, of the Su-

The Bible used was
a gift from Mrs. Roosevelt.

A few minutes later, the new
Secretary. meeting newspapermen
for the first time in pis role of
cabinet officer, was asked if he had
any message for business. Hg
smiled aside the question with the
suggestion that for the moment,
Christmas was the first considera-
tion, then continued:

“At an appropriate time in the
not so distant future I'll have some-
thing definite to say regarding the
responsibilities that go with this
job.”

He added that he hoped to have

the Business Advisory Council, cre-
ated by his predecessor, Secretary
Daniel C. Roper, continue to func-
tion. remarking in passing that

many close friends were among the |

business leaders in this group. He
said also that he expected yester-

day afternoon to talk to the council |

chairman. W. Averell Harriman, of
New York. who is chairman of the
board of the Union Pacific and a
partner of Brown Bros., Harriman
& Co.

Business Urged Harriman,

A group of important business-
men recently urged President Roose-
velt to give
folio to Mr. Harriman, who has
been active all during the Roose-
velt administration in efforts to
bring the White House and business
closer together.

Meanwhile, it was apparent yves-
terday that the reaction of business
generally to Mr. Hopkins' appoint-
ment would not be manifest until
his attitude toward business
known,

Privately it was said that leaders
were disappointed. They had hoped
that the President would appoint
a Secretary of Commerce
would ‘“restore confidence,”
business does not view the former
W. P. A. head as a particular friend,
it was reported. Doubts also were
expressed that he has enough of a
business background to fill such a

policy-forming post as that to
which he now advances.
A half-hundred close friends

from official and private life saw
the new cabinet officer
The ceremonv was at the desk
where the President was seated,
and the company included also Mrs.
Roosevelt, Mr., and Mrs. James
Roosevelt and Mr. Hopkins' son
David, with his wife, and his small
daughter Diane, with whom he is
passing Christmas at the White

House. None of the cabinet’ was
present.
President Roosevelt told the

(See HOPKINS, Page A-6.)

Seventeen out of 20 Washington
stores in a survey yesterday reported
a better Christmas business this year
than in 1937. None said business was
less, but two reported their sales
“running about on par” with last
year's volume. Another, declining to
make a comparison for the two
yvears, said, however, “We're having
a very, very good business.”

While percentage figures generally
were lacking, pending a checkup
after yesterday’s closing rush of busi-
ness, one store reported a 20 per
cent increase this December over
the same month last year. Another
said its business was up 10 per cent.

One of those reporting sales on
par with a year ago added, “With a
good business we anticipate in the
closing shopping hours, we may go
ahead of last year's figures.”

The final figures may set a new

'

‘Business Increases Reported
By 17 of 20 Capital Stores

None Say Sales Are Less, While Post Office
Sets New Record for Receipts

record for Christmas business here,
as the 1937 volume, which is appar-
ently being exceeded by this year's
sales, was 0.1 per cent ahead of De-
cember, 1936, which was regarded
as extra good. Christmas sales, cli-
maxing a steady improvement in
business in the fourth quarter, will
substantially improve the year's fig-
ures and may bring business here
nearly to par with the 1937 yearly
figures. This is indicated by Wash-
ington department store sales, as re-
ported by the Federal Reserve
banks, for the first eight months,
the percentage figures denoting
changes from the same months of
these years:

1937. 1935. 1933. 1929.

—26 +8.1 +68.3 +10.4

Included in the survey were repre-
sentative department stores, men's

(See BUSINESS, Page A-T.)
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RABBI SIMON,

Rabbi Abram Simon
Dies at 66 After

fSudden lliness

. Religious and Civic
Leader Victim of
Heart Attack

Stricken with a heart attack
shortly after he finished conducting
| services, Rabbi Abram Simon, re-
| liglous and civie leader, died late
vesterday at his apartment in the
Slhoreham Hotel, He was 66 years
old.

Dr. Simon preached at the Wash-
ington Hebrew Congregation in the
afternoon and was taken suddenly il
about 2:30. He was removed to his
apartment, where he died shortly
before 5 o'clock.

His wife, Mrs. Carrie Simon.
Jfour&rie'r and honorary president of
| the National Federation of Temple
| Sisterhoods, was at his bedside.

{ In recent years Dr. Simon appar- |

| ently had been in good health, re-
| covering from a serious illness he
suffered about five years ago.

Religious and Civic Leader.

Although he was known through-
|out the country, Rabbi Simon was
| best known in the Capital for his
| active interest in religious and civic
[ affairs.

He was a former president of the
| Board of Education and was a di-
| rector and former president of the
Columbia Hospital for Women and
Children. He also was a former
president of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis and a member
| of the Board of Trustees of Hebrew
Union College.

As a leader among Jews, an edu-
cator and an orator of superb elo-
quence, Dr, Simon through years of
untiring zeal for bettering relations
between Jew and gentile became
recognized as one of the foremost
Americans of his race.

Born at Nashville, Tenn., July 14,
1872, he moved with his parents at
an early age to Cincinnati, where
he received his education and pre-
pared for the Jewish ministry. He
attended, in turn, the Cincinnati
| High School. the University of Cin-
cinnati and the Hebrew Union Col-
lege, receiving the degrees of LL.D.
and Ph.D.

Founded Humanitarian Unit.

After completing his ecclesiastical

successively at Sacramento, Calif.;
Omaha, Nebr., and Washington.
coming to the Capital in 1904 as
rabbi of the Washington Hebrew
Congregation.

During his service at Sacramento
Dr. Simon founded a chapter of the
Society for Prevention of Cruelty
to Children and Animals, which
since has developed into an infiuen-
tial humanitarian organization.

With the advent of the World

" (See RABBI SIMON, Page A-7.)

Crime and 'I:rogedy
Barred From Page One

By the Associated Press,

POPLAR BLUFF, Mo., Dec. 24—
For the 10th consecutive year, the
Daily American-Republic banned
news of crime and tragedy from its
first page today. J. H. Wolpers, the
publisher, in establishing the prac-
tice, said: “It is refreshing to pub-
lish a newspaper this one day out
of the year which contains only
more pleasant news on the first
m..!l

*

education he served in the pulpit |

,'H0|;1;From Hospital,
Vife Finds Husband

Dead From Gas

| Houston Z. Kerlin, 34,
Served 10 Years as
‘ D. C. Fireman

Last night was a tragic Christmas
eve at the Kerlin home at 6412
Ninth street N.W.

Returning home for the holidayvs
after being confined for several
| weeks in a hospital. Mrs. Virginia
Kerlin found the bodv of her hus-
band. Houston Z. Kerlin, 34. a re-
tired District fireman. on the floor
of their gas-filled kitchen. A burner
iIn the range was open. and Mr.
| Kerlin had been dead for several
| hours.
| Coroner A. Magruder MacDonald
| issued a certificate of suicide,
| Mr. Kerlin, formerly attached to
| No. 24 Engine Company, had been
|retired for two vears, a multiple
| leg fracture received when he was
| thrown from fire apparatus while
{ responding to an alarm having in-
capacitated him. He since had been
{employed as an automobile sales-
man.

Relatives and friends could as-
| sign no reason for his act.

Mrs. Kerlin, who had undergone
an operation at Sibley Hospital, had
| come home with two friends. Miss

Helen Perry and Miss Ethel Perry.

Detecting the fumes as thev en-
tered the house, they proceeded to
the kitchen and found the body. A
nearby physician was summoned,
(and a call put in for an ambulance
from Emergency Hospital. When
the physicians arrived, however, they
said Mr, Kerlin had been dead sev-
eral hours. Neighbors recalled his
car had been parked in the driveway
of the home since early in the day.
| Mrs. Kerlin, who is employed in
the Government, was overcome by
| the tragedy and was taken to the
| home of her family.

Mr. Kerlin had been a2 member of
the Fire Department 10 vears when
|he was injured.

The couple had no children.

Deanna Durbin Asks
' To Make Name Legal

By the Associated Press.

| LOS ANGELES. Dec. 24—
 Through her parents, Deanna Dur-
| bin, 16-year-old film actress, filed a
| court petition today to have her
| name changed legally to Deanna
from Edna Mae, her real name.
[ The petition said she is known
| almost exclusively as Deanna, but
| sometimes the confusion in names
}embarrasses her. Also, said the pe-
| tition, the possession of one legal
| name would facilitate the various
| contracts and agreements she en-
] Lers as an artist.

The Most Precious Gift

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 24 (#) —
Santa Claus paid an early visit to
the Teénnessee School for the Blind
and left for eight students the
present they wanted most—restored
sight.

He assured them, just before they
left for their holiday vacations, that
operations on their eyes had been
successful and they would be able
to enter public schools in the fall.

Radio Programs, Page D-3
Complete Index, Page A-2

McCarran fo Ask
Higher Pay for
U.S. Workers

May Revive Measure
To Make $1,500
“Minimum Salary

BACKGROUND—

Several efforts have been made
in the past few years to raise the
general level of salaries in Gov-
ernment service. Employe or-
ganizations are on record for a
$1,500 minimum. The last in-
crease was nearly a decade ago.
In 1932-33 the employes took cuts
of 815 per cent and then to 15
per cent. Eventually the regular
scale was restored.

By J. A. O'LEARY.

A new fight to raise the wage level
of Government emploves in the
lower and middle brackets will be
launched in the Congress that as-
sembles next week. it was made
known yesterday as Senator Mec-
Carran, Democrat, of Nevada and
Senator Bulow, Democrat, of South
Dakota announced their intentions
to push pay bills.

At the same time, Senator McCar-
ran joined Senator Wheeler, Demo-
crat, of Montana in predicting the
new Congress would retrieve some
of the power it had “turned over
to the Executive under stress of
emergency,” while at the other end
of the Capitol, Chairman Taylor of
the House Appropriations Commit-
tee announced that reports of un-
necessary spending by some Gov-
ernment agencies would be “smoked
out.”

Senator McCarron. a close student
of Government personnel problems.
said he probably will revive the
proposal he first made two vears ago
to fix $1.500 as the minimum for
full-time adult employment. with
small increases for other groups re-
ceiving less than $3.600 a vear.

Heretofore the Senator's mini-
mum-wage plan has been inter-
woven with a comprehensive re-
vision of the present efficiency rat-
ing system, but he indicated vester-
day, shortly after his return from
the West, that he may separate the
two questions and offer the salary
changes alone. It is believed the
pay bill could be expedited if not
tied in with general revision of the
Classification Act.

Bulow to Offer Bill

Senator Bulow. who is chairman of
the Senate Civil Service Committee,
said he probably will reintro-
duce his bill to make $1.200 a vear
the minimum wage in the Govern-
ment service, and that his present
intention is to hold hearings on the
whole subject early in the coming
session. The $1200 proposal was
brought forward in the last Con-
gress, presumablv as an alternative
for the McCarran measure. Neither
bill got out of committee.

Asked what course he will follow
if he finds his own pay plan is not
likely to win approval, Senator Mc-
Carran said:

“I will support anv reasonable
wage schedule in keeping with the
increased cost of living.”

The Senator added that he still
feels as he did when he started the
fight for a boost in the lower brack-
ets—that the Federal Government,
as the Nation's largest emplover.
should set an example to private
industry to establish better wage
levels by bringing its own full-time
workers up to a basis “where the
American standard of living can be
maintained.”

Rating May Be Dropped.

The efficiency rating features of
the old bill, which are likely to be
left out of the minimum-pay bill
this winter, would have done away
with the uniform system of effici-
ency rating and sought to establish
a more satisfactory system, with
provision for mandatory pay ad-
Justment up or dowp at regular
intervals in accordance with the
efficiency standing.

In predicting the move by Con-
gress to retrieve gome of its pow-
ers, Senator McCarran and Senator
Wheeler, who broke with the ad-
ministration on the reorganization
and court plans at the last session,

(See McCARRAN, Page A-7.)

Truce Permits Pickets
To Enjoy Christmas

By the Associated Press.

BAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 24.—The
picket line in the Press Wireless,
Inc., labor dispute became an imag-
inary one today when striking em-
ployes and the company called a
36-hour truce so that the pickets
might join family Christmas par-
ties.

Pickets for the striking C. I. O.
American Communications Associa-
tion members lowered their banners
at noon today. The company, which
has not operated here since its
21 employes in San Francisco and
Honolulu walked out 15 days ago,
agreed it would not attempt to
staff its office during the truce.

Strikers protested asserted “low
pay and long hours.”

By the Associated Press.

PORTLAND, Oreg., Dec. 24 —Five
thousand "Christmas shoppers and
300 employes were routed from the
Sears, Roebuck & Co. store here
today by a bombing threat. The
building then was closed for the
day.

An unidentified man stepped up
to the cashier’s cage, slipped a note
through the grating and fled.

“There is a bomb planted in your
store in a spot where it will raise
hell,” the note read. “It is set to
go off around 3 p.m. unless instruc-
tions herein contained are com-
plied with.”

The note gave instructions that
$2500 in used currency be paid
& man at an East Side rendezvous.
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T hreat to Bomb Store Routs
5,000 Christmas Shoppers

A description of the man was con-
tained in the note.

The threat, received shortly be=
fore 2 pm., stated that “if instruc-
tions are carried out, you will re=
[ceive a telephone call.”
|

Assistant Manager G. Vander-
;neynde said he received a call a
llitt‘.e later from a man who said
the instructions had not been com-
| plied with and that another 15
| minutes of grace would be granted.

Mr. Vanderneynde called police
and the store was cleared.

At a late hour detectives still
were examining the hundreds of
parcels in storage rooms and be-
m‘gd counters, but had found noth-
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